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Sir: 



Pursuant to the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, Applicants 
hereby submit this Information Disclosure Statement, which includes a completed Form 
PTO/SB/08A and one (1) copy of each foreign patent reference identified therein. Copies of 
the United States Patents listed on Form PTO/SB/08A are not included herewith. 

This application is the United States National Phase of International 
Application No. PCT/CH03/00228 filed April 8, 2003, claiming a priority date of April 10, 
2002, corresponding to European Patent Application No. 02 405 285.4. Some of the 
references identified in Form PTO/SB/08A were cited in an International Search Report (ISR) 
dated May 22, 2003 in the underlying International Application and are relevant for the 
reasons provided therein. A copy of the ISR is attached hereto for the Examiner's 
convenience. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on July 27, 2005. 

Patricia S. Cunningham 
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The references cited in the ISR have all been designated as "category A" 
references, indicating that these references are not considered to be of particular relevance. 
Furthermore, the International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER) dated November 28, 
2003, indicates- that the claims in the International Application meet the international 
standards of patentability. The claims in the present application are similar to the claims filed 
in the PCT application, and should be in condition for allowance for the same reasons set 
forth in the IPER. A copy of the IPER is also attached hereto for the Examiner's 
convenience. 

WO 01/76010 is cited on page 2, lines 12-15, page 3, lines 10-16 and 20-24 
and page 8, line 15 of the specification of the present application and is further relevant for the 
reasons discussed therein. WO 99/59223 is cited on page 2, lines 28-35 of the specification of 
the present application and is further relevant for the reasons discussed therein. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fee is believed to be due for the 
submission of this Information Disclosure Statement, as it is being submitted before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. Nevertheless, the Commissioner for 
Patents is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required to Deposit Account 
No. 23-0650. One (1) original and two (2) copies of this Information Disclosure Statement 
are enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 
700 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1845 
Telephone: 412-471-8815 
Facsimile: 412-471-4094 
E-mail: webblaw(a),webblaw.com 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

'Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 
5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 
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